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Pull up a chair, pour a good cup of cof-
fee (no cream or sugar please) and let’s 
talk a bit. I want to tell you a little story. 

REACH was a simple idea but not par-
ticularly well thought through. It was 1991 
and I was asked by Richard Showalter, 
president of Rosedale Bible College, to 
give leadership to starting a disciple-
ship training program like YWAM or YES 
here at RBC and RMM. RMM’s Personnel 
Service Department knew there were  
young people who wanted to experi-
ence mission opportunities yet somehow 

these youth were not excited about the 
day cares and home improvement min-
istries that comprised the VS program. 
Overseas VS, a very successful venture, 
was terminated years before. But in the 
late 1980’s VS was limited to 6 or 7 state-
side locations.  

As we looked at the existing VS program 
it appeared weak on spiritual formation 
but strong on service. Mim Musser and I 
worked together to create an environ-
ment within REACH that encouraged 
youth to grow in their relationship to God 

REPORTSUMMER 2007After reading numerous end-of-REACH 
evaluations and talking to REACHers 
during reentry, I’d say one of the largest 
areas of growth for the average REACH 
participant is development of intima-
cy with God.  During training, the daily 
schedule includes one hour of quiet time, 
and on outreach, many teams desig-
nate thirty minutes to an hour a day for 
personal time with Jesus.  All this is great; 
however, the larger question is how does 
quiet time translate into ordinary life back 
at home?

I struggled with this for a long time after 
I returned from outreach.  After a year 
or so, I realized I’d come to believe that 
if my quiet times didn’t look like they 
did during REACH I wasn’t measuring 
up.  REACH had become the pinnacle 
of life with God and ordinary life felt 
like a downhill slope.  Amazingly, while 
I was beating myself up for not being 

disciplined enough to set aside an hour 
a day to spend with God, He continued 
to show up and draw me closer without 
me recognizing it.  Looking back, I realize 
that I continued to grow in intimacy with 
God—it just looked different.  And that 
was and is okay—it’s even good!   

Sure, quiet times will definitely help you 
grow spiritually, but keep in mind that not 
one Bible verse exists that says, “Early shalt 
thou rise and spend one hour of thy day 
reading thy Bible and praying.”  

Scripture does, however, command us 
to hide God’s word in our hearts, to 
meditate on it day and night, and to pray 
without ceasing.  If your quiet times have 
become stale and crusty, take a break 
and ask the Father to create more God-
consciousness within you.  He permeates 
your ordinary life—perhaps all you need 
is to realize that you are the only one 
contained in the box you have created.
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  BETWEEN YOU 
AND ME

www.send-me.org

LORD
  I’vE hEARD Of YOUR fAME!

The SEND Ministries Department exists to equip and motivate 
youth to be Christ-centered, world Christians who make disciples. 

by paul kurtz

REPORT
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Department of Rosedale Mennonite Missions.

by Carmal Miller 
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Bigger Than Your Box

Looking back, I realize that I continued to grow in 
   intimacy with God - IT jUST LOOkED DIffERENT.   
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                  because he has a different spirit and has followed 

           me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land into which he went, and 

       his descendants will inherit it.  Numbers 14:24 (NRSv)But my servant Caleb,
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